30             EUROPE:  A GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY

clonic and anti-cyclonic storms which are characteristic of this belt
bring precipitation and provide variability of weather. The westerly
winds thus render most of the continent suitable for man by preventing
extremes of temperature, providing necesary moisture, and giving tliat
variation of weather so desirable for human health and energy.

The portion of Europe bordering the Mediterranean is characterized
by mild temperatures together with winter rain and summer drought.
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The summer rainfall of Europe. (After D, H. Smith, modified)

This is due to the shifting of the wind belts which causes this region to
come under the influence of the prevailing westerlies in the winter and
the horse latitudes and trade winds in the summer. The former bring
precipitation and storms, while the latter bring the cloudless skies so
typical of the Mediterranean summers. Unfortunately the summer
droughts and limited variability make this region less suitable for
human development than northern or central Europe.